English Grade 7
Quarter 2 – Informative
Name: 






Class Period: 


 Date: 


Prompt:  
Write a 3-paragraph informative text to examine a topic and convey information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

Create an informative multi-media presentation based on multiple sources of information.
	Core Indicator
	Trait
	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Basic
	Approaching
	Score

	W.7.2.a

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; 


	Organization

(Intro)
	The introduction includes an interesting hook, and a compelling thesis statement.  It is focused and provides context and background.

(10)
	The introduction includes a hook and a thesis statement; it is focused and provides context or background.

(9-8)
	The introduction is weak; lacks a hook and/or thesis, as well as context or background.
(8-7)
	The introduction lacks focus, context, and/or background.

(6-0)
	/10

	W.7.2.a

organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

W.7.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the organization is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.7.2.c

Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
	Organization
(Body)
	Information is effectively organized.

Transitions link ideas and clarify relationships.

(10)
	Information is effectively organized.

Transitions link ideas or clarify relationships.

(9-8)
	Some information is effectively organized.

Transitions are included but unsuccessful.

 (8-7)
	Information is not organized.

Transitions are not included.

(6-0)
	/10

	W.7.2.f

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	Organization
(Conclusion)
	The conclusion

is strong, synthesizes main ideas, and creates closure.

(5)
	The conclusion is clear and concise; restates some main ideas and creates closure.

(5-4)
	The conclusion is recognizable but does not provide closure.

(4-3)
	The conclusion is confusing or does not include main ideas.

(3-0)
	/5

	W.7.2.b

Develop the topic with relevant fact, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
	Ideas
	Well-chosen facts, details, examples, and quotes give the reader important information and insight.

(10-9)
	Well-chosen facts, details, and examples give the reader important information.

(9-8)
	Facts, details, and information are present but inadequate.

(8-7)
	Facts, details, and information are unclear or missing.

(6-0)
	/10

	W.7.2.d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

L.7.3.a

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* (L.7.3.) 
	Word Choice
	Writer consistently uses concise language, specific vocabulary, and avoids redundancy. 
(10-9)
	Writer uses concise language, specific vocabulary,

and avoids repetition of information.

(9-8)
	Writer uses some precise language and specific vocabulary.

(8-7)
	Writer uses informal language, limited vocabulary, or excessive wordiness.
(6-0)
	/10

	W.7.2e

Establish and maintain a formal style of writing.
	Voice
	Writer maintains a confident, knowledgeable, and enthusiastic tone, using formal language and third person voice.

(10-9)
	Writer sounds well-informed and confident most of the time, and uses formal language and third person voice.

(9-8)
	Writer sounds informed but formal language is used inconsistently.

(8-7)
	Writer uses informal language; sounds unsure;
voice lacks confidence.
(6-0)
	/10

	L.7.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Spell correctly. 
	Conventions
	Writer makes few errors in capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

(15-14)
	Writer makes some errors in capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling.

(14-12)
	Multiple errors in capitalization, spelling, and punctuation distract the reader.

(12-10)
	Significant errors in capitalization, spelling, and punctuation prevent understanding.

(9-0)
	/15

	W.7.6

Produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources.
W.7.8

Avoid plagiarism and follow a standard format for citation
	Documentation
	Writer gathers and synthesizes important ideas from several sources using all original wording.

Works citation is free of errors.

(10-9)
	Writer gathers and paraphrases important ideas from several sources.

Works citation has some errors.

(9-8)
	Writer gathers ideas from sources using some original wording.

Works citation has multiple errors.

(8-7)
	Writer gathers ideas from insufficient sources using little or no original wording.

Works citation is attempted.

(6-0)
	/10

	SL.7.4

Present ….. findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
	Fluency
	Coherently selects and presents important ideas, using supporting details and examples.

Maintains consistent eye contact and confident body language. Easily heard due to appropriate volume and rate.
(20-18)
	Presents ideas, using supporting details and examples.

Good eye contact, strong body language, and able to be heard and understood by audience.
(18-16)
	Presents ideas, using few details and examples.

Occasional eye contact. Posture shows lack of confidence  Inconsistent rate/volume interferes with effectiveness

(16-14)
	Confusing presentation of ideas.

No  eye contact and poor volume or rate of speed make presentation ineffective

(13-0)
	/20
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